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READ THE BIBLE THROUGH 


. BY THE EDITOR 


Why not read the Bible through 
this year? 

I am sure that a Christian should 
learn to find daily, in the vast 
storehouse of riches which is the 
Bible, just the things needed: 
strength, encouragement, the an- 
swer to questions, the revealed will 
of God for every occasion. Like a 
housewife in the pantry knows 
where to reach just what she 
wants, like a stenographer knows 
just where to look in the files for a 
certain letter, so the Christian 
needs to know and daily use the 
varied contents of the Bible. I turn 
to many parts of the Bible almost 
every day. But you need-to system- 
atically read through the Bible, 
chapter by chapter, book after 
book, to become familiar with it 
fall, and to learn its right relation, 


-one part with another. There is no 


way to really learn the Bible ex- 
cept by reading it through, prayer- 
fully, again and again. 

The late Dr. James M. Gray, I 
believe, wrote the following verses 
to show the need for consecutive 
reading of the whole Bible: 


READ THE BIBLE THROUGH - 


I supposed I knew my Bible, 
Reading piecemeal, hit or miss, 

Now a bit of John or Matthew, 
Now a snatch of Genesis. 

You who treat the crown of writ- 


ings 

As you treat no other book— 
Just a paragraph disjointed, 

Just a crude impatient look — 
Try a worthier procedure! 

Try a broad and steady view. 
You will kneel in very rapture, 

When you read the Bible through! 


Pastor Gets 26 
Families to Take 
‘The Sword 


Why Not arrange for Trial Sub- 
scriptions to Be Sent Each Family 
In Your Church? 


Rev. W. G. White was so well 
pleased with the Sword of the Lord 
THAT HE RECOMMENDED it to 


his church. Twenty-six leading 


families subscribed, and it has been 
the greatest blessing to the church 
of anything he has gotten before 
his people, Brother White says. So 
I asked him to tell you what he 
told me, and here it is. 
“Dear Dr. Rice: ~~ 

“We wish to express to you our 
appreciation for your wonderful 
little paper, The Sword of the Lord. 
We have been reading it since the 


- first of September. After carefully 


examining the first two or three 
copies we recommended it to our 
‘people here. We found it to be 
sound in the faith, fundamental in 
all doctrinal points and deeply spir- 
itual. There are 26 of our leading 
families taking the paper. Most of 
them..are carefully reading each 
copy and it proves itself a great 
to all. We look forward to 
receiving it each week and it is 
the only paper we take in which 
every article is read and is of in- 


terest to the entire family. 


“We recommend it to anyone 
who wishes for a magazine that 
presents the unbiased truth. I find 
much helpful sermon material in 
its pages, May God continue to 


2 bless you and make you a bless- 
ing in your great work for His 


cates torcuigh wondrous grace, 
“WwW. G. White, Pastor — 


Elkhart Baptist Church.” 


Dear Christian, you who have 
never read all the letter from your 
dear Heavenly Father; how will 
you excuse it when you see Him? 
And if you have read it through 
once or twice, do you foolishly 
suppose you have gotten all the 
sweetness from the infinite Word 
of God? Read it through again! 


I think each Christian should 
read the Bible through once a 
year. It can be easily done, in from 
fifteen to thirty minutes a day, I 
think® depending on how fast you 
read, and how much you study as 
you go. You need only read three 
chapters each week day, and five 
chapters on Sunday to read thru 
the whole Bible in a year. Or if 
you read four chapters a day, you 
will read the whole Bible through 
in about ten months. Try it! Give 
the Bible a chance to bless your 
heart this year, by its rich full- 
ness! You will never regret it. 

Perhaps you should read one 
chapter daily in the New Testa- 
ment or Psalms, and three chapters 
daily in the rest of the Old Testa- 
ment. Work at it and you will find 
rich blessings this year. Read the 
Bible through! 


Dr. H. A. 


I ask you to turn, please, to the 
ninth chapter of the book of Acts. 
Book of Acts, chapter 9, and read 
from verse 23. 


“23. And after that many days 


Dr. H. A. IRONSIDE 
Pastor Moody Memorial Church 


Chicago, Illinois 


IRONSIDE 


were fulfilled, the Jews took coun- 
sel to kill him: 


“24. But their laying await was 
known of Saul. And they watched 
the gates day and night to kill 
him. 

“25. Then the disciples took him 
by night, and let him down by the 
wall in a basket. 


“26. And when Saul was come 
to Jerusalem, he assayed to join 
himself to the disciples: but they 
were all afraid of him, and believed 
not that he was a disciple. 


“27. But Barnabas took him, and 
brought him to the apostles, and 
declared unto them how he had 
seen the Lord in the way, and that 
he had spoken to him, and how he 
had preached boldly at Damascus 
in the name of Jesus. 

“28. And he was with them com- 
ing in and going out at Jerusalem. 

“29. And he spake boldly in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and dis- 
puted against the Grecians: but 
they went about to slay him. 


30. Which when the brethren 


knew, they brought him down to 


More About Prayer for Healing 


cr Co DO 


Here we continue the article pub- 
lished last week, on Prayer for 
Healing. We suggest that you 
keep last week’s article and this 
together and study them prayer- 
fully. And may God teach us to 
pray about everything! 


l. ls Healing in the Atonement? 


There has- been much loose talk 
over the question of whether or 
not Christ purchased redemption 
and healing for our bodies in his 
death on the cross. And I am sorry 
to say that such of this loose talk 
has been done by otherwise sound, 
Christian men who were irritated 
with the Pentecostalists and others 
who claim that healing is in the 
atonement and that therefore ev- 
ery Christian ought at once to 
claim perfect healing on the basis 
of the atonement just as he takes 
salvation by faith at once. 


In Matthew 8:16, 17 is a clear 
scripture on this question. It says: 
‘When the even was come, they 


brought unto him many that were 


possessed with devils: and he cast 
out the spirits with his word, and 
healed all that were sick: That 
it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by Esaias the prophet, say- 
ing, Himself took our infirmities, 
and bare our sickness.” You would 
do well to read those two verses 
again carefully. The reference is 
to Isaiah 53:4, “Surely, he hath 


borne our griefs and carried our 


sorrow.” It is remarkable that the 
New Testament translation, as giv- 
en by the Holy Spirit, is even more 
emphatic than the Old Testament 
promise, that Christ carried our in- 
firmities and our sicknesses. In the 


says of Jesus, “Himself took our 
infirmities and bare our diseases.” 


’ 
Phat emis, 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 
. ls Healing in the Atonement? ee 
. It is Not Always God’s Will to Heal the Sick. 

But It Is Usually God’s Will to Heal In Answer to Prayer. 
. Should Christians Use Doctors and Medicines? 

. sin Hinders Healing; Should Be Confessed and Forsaken. 


And we remember that Isaiah 53:5 
says, ‘‘And with his stripes we are 
healed.” 

It is foolish to fight the plain 
teaching of these verses. Jesus 
Himself took our infirmities and 
bare our diseases. Dr. R. A. Torrey 
spoke of the saying that “physi- 
cal healing is in the atonement” in 
his book, Divine Healing, and then 
Dr. Torrey said, “I think that that 
is a fair inference from these vers- 
es when looked at in this context.” 
And as the beloved S. D. Gordon, 
author of the “Quiet Talks’ series 
of books, said, surely, every good 
thing we have comes, not as a 
result of our own merits, but as a 
result of the merits of Jesus Christ, 
and is paid for on the cross. If a 
Christian comes to pray for healing 
and prays in Jesus’ name, he is 
praying properly. Surely it is not 
too much to say that every good 
thing God ever gives us was pur- 
chased by Jesus Christ. 


But Dr. Torrey hastened, as I do, 


purchased for us. It is wonderful 


of his inheritance—there is more 


ing of Christ, at the resurrection 
of the Christian dead, when our 
bodies are changed like unto 
Christ’s glorious body, then we will 
inherit all that was bought for us 
on Calvary, but not before. Then 
we will have perfect health, perfect 
bodies, with all the mark and stain 
of sin gone, but not before. Then 
Christians will not wear glasses, 
nor walk with canes nor have false 
teeth, nor be bald-headed, nor have 

nor halitosis, nor ath- 


dandruff, 
lete’s foot! These things are bought 


to call attention to the fact that: to death, sooner or later, unless 
we do not now receive all that is; the Saviour comes speedily. There 
is a susceptibility to disease, a ten- 
to be saved, to have our sins for- | 


given, but every Christian ought. 


for us on Calvary, and are to be 
delivered when our salvation is 
complete. But no one will have 
perfect and permanent healing of 
all disease till then. 


I think we may safely say that 
all the people who ever were 
healed, were only partly healed, 
except Enoch and Elijah who were 
translated and given glorified bod- 
ies at once. Jesus raised Lazarus 
from the dead, but Lazarus died 
again. The “perfect soundness” of 
the poor lame man healed at the 
gate of the temple, mentioned in 
Acts 3:16, was only a relative 
soundness. By human standards he 
was perfectly well, but by the stan- 
dards of the angels who know no 
sickness nor disease, who never are 
tired or weak or sick and who nev- 
er die, his body was still imper- 
fect and subject to the weight and 
wages of sin. People who think 
they are perfectly well have yet 
the decay and weakening going on 
in their bodies that will lead them 


dency toward death in every liv- 


ing human being. So in some sense 
to know that that is only a part, 


healing, in this present age, is al- 


| ways relative. No one living has 
coming later! At the second com- | 


perfect health like the angels have, 
like Adam had in the garden of 
Eden before he ever sinned. And 
that perfect health will be ours 
only when Jesus comes and chang- 
es our vile bodies like unto His glo- 
rious body. 
That is a plain statement of the 
Scriptures. Romans 8:18-23 says: 
“For I reckon that the suf- 
ferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us. 
. (Continued on page two) 


Saul of Tarsus and the New Fellowship 


An Address By 


Caesarea, and sent him forth to 
Tarsus. 


“31. Then had the churches rest 


and Samaria, and were edified; and 
walking in the fear of the Lord, 
and in the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost, were multiplied.” 


Saul's Conversion 


In the first part of this chapter 
we are told of God’s dealings with 
this man Saul of Tarsus, once a 
bitter enemy of the truth of God, 
but in a moment changed into an 
ardent advocate of the gospel. Ev- 
ery conversion is a miracle. People 
say sometimes —TI’ve heard them 
say, “I don’t believe in sudden con- 
versions.” To be perfectly frank, 
there are no other kind. I do not 
mean by that that everyone has as 
marked an experience as Saul of 
Tarsus had. But I do mean that in 
the life of every person who is 
ever saved there comes a definite 
moment when one trusts the Lord 
Jesus Christ, turning from all 
confidence in self. And that is con- 
version. It may take place after 
long years of exercise, or, as in 
the case of Saul of Tarsus, it may 
take place in a moment by a 
mighty convicting work in the soul, 
bringing one to an end of himself 
who has never before been very 
much concerned about the message 
of the gospel. We see both kinds 
all about us, those who are brought 
up, for instance, in Christian homes 
and all their lives hear the gospel 
story and perhaps grow to young 
manhood or young womanhood 
without definitely closing with 
Christ. And yet many of them 
could say, as I can say myself, that 
they have never known a time in 
their conscious lives when they did 
not have more or less exercise 
about Spiritual things. But there 
had to come a definite moment 
when they trusted Christ for them- 
selves. That is conversion. 


And then so many other people 
who have.lived wild, wreckless, 
careless lives, having no interest 
whatever in things of God, could 
say as one of the old hymns puts 
it: : 

“T once was far away from God 
On ruin’s dark and fatal road, 
And little dreamed I'd see the day 

When I should tread the narrow 

way.” 

And yet these people, brought 
suddenly to a recognition of their 
lost, sinful condition and led to 
definite faith in the Lord Jesus, in 
a moment become new creatures 
in Christ. There are many such. 
It was so Saul of Tarsus. His was 
really a model conversion. 


After Salvation, Witnessing and 
Petsecution 


Following his conversion he be- 
comes a witness. And that is the 
will of God for all who are saved. 
If we know the Lord Jesus Christ 
for ourselves, we should immedi- 
ately join the ranks of those who 
are witnessing to others of His 
saving power, It is not the will of 
God that all should preach in a 
public way, but it is the will of 
God that all who know the Saviour 
should speak of Him to others and 
seek to win their fellows to Christ. 
I am afraid there are a great many 
Christians, and I do not doubt the 
reality of their conversion when 
I speak as I do, who are just con- 
tent to be going to Heaven them- 

(Continued on page three) - 


Bobbed Hair, Bossy Wives, and 
Women Preachers. New. Book, 


* ORDER TODAY! 


throughout all Judea and Galilee _ 


cloth bound. By John R. Rice—50c 
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More About Prayer for 


Continued from page one) 


“Ror the earnest expectation 
of the creature waiteth for the 
manifestation of the sons of 
God. : 

“For the creature was made 
subject to vanity, not willingly, 
but by reason of him who hath 
subjected the same in hope. 
~ “Because the creature itself 
also shall be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children 
of God, 

“For we know that the 
whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together un- 
til now, . 

“And not only they, but our- 
selves also, which have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, even 
we ourselves groan within our- 
selves, waiting for the adop- 
tion, to wit the redemption of 
our body.” 

Here we learn that our salva- 
tion is largely in the future. We 
already have everlasting life and 
the Holy Spirit has been given to 
us. He, the Holy Spirit, is ‘the 
first-fruits’” of salvation, but we 
are still waiting ‘for the adop- 
tion, to wit the redemption, of our 
body.” The redemption or salva- 
tion of the body was purchased on 
Calvary. Christ did really bear our 
infirmities and our sicknesses there. 
In that sense, perfect healing is in 
the atonement, but it is a part of 
the same salvation which we get 
when we trust in Christ. It is not 
a Separate matter, When one trusts 
in Christ for salvation then he is 
forgiven and saved, with out any 
further struggle or seeking or ag- 
onizing. That is, he has the Holy 
Spirit come in to regenerate him 
and make him a child of God and 
the same Holy Spirit abides in his 
body as the first-fruits. of salva- 
tion. And the completion of his 
Salvation will come in due time, 
when Jesus comes and when the 
resurrection of the Christian dead 
takes place, and the bodies of liv- 
ing saints are changed, in a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye. 
Then we will have “the adoption, 
to wit, the redemption of our 
body.” 

Freedom from all sin was pur- 
chased for us at Calvary too. Ab- 
solute sinless perfection, is in the 


atonement. But none of us have: 


yet attained it. ‘If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us” (I John 
1:8). But when Jesus comes, the 
sin question will be settled once 
for all. Now we have forgiveness of 
sins. Then we will have complete 
eradication of sin. We have the 
first-fruits of salvation, but when 
Jesus comes we get the completed 
salvation. So now we live in hope 
for that which we have not yet at- 
tained, the Scripture says, and we 
groan within ourselves, “waiting 
for the adoption, to wit, the re- 
demption of our bodies.” 

Then it is true that bodily heal- 
ing is in the atonement, in the 
same sense that our resurrected 
bodies are provided for in the 
atonement. Christ Himself rose 
from the dead, and all of us who 
are His will likewise be raised from 
the dead by the same Spirit, and 
then, in our resurrected bodies, we 
will have received the adoption and 
redemption that is provided on Cal- 
vary. And then we will be done 
with all sin, and will be perfect like 
Christ. 


ll. It Is Not Always God's Will 


to Heal 

Yes, healing is in the atonement, 
in that sense; but it is never taught 
in the Bible that God intended 
Christians to alwags claim and 
have perfect health and perfect 
healing during this life. 

Many Bibie cases make that 
clear. 

Dr, R. A. Torrey, in his little 
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Healing 
book on Divine Healing calls at- 
tention to the following instances 
in the Bible where people who were 
in the will of God were sick .(1) 
In I Kings 13:14 we read: “Elisha 
was fallen sick of the sickness 
whereof he died.” And when you 
read the story you will see that 
Elisha was not out of communion 
with God, but rather was in most 
intimate fellowship with God and 
that on his dying bed he made re- 
markable prophecies as the mouth- 
piece of God, even while he was 
“sick of the sickness whereof he 
died.” 

(2). In II Timothy 4:20 Paul 
says, “Trophimus have I left at 
Miletum sick.” Here the godly Paul 
himself did not get Trophimus 
healed, and we have no indication 
that either Paul or Trophimus was 
to blame. 

(3). In Philippians 2:27 we read 
that Epaphroditus ‘‘was sick nigh 
unto death.” And verse 30 in the 
same chapter tells us that it was 
because of his earnest love for 
Christ and devotion to his work 
that he “came nigh unto death.” 
Epaphroditus wore himself out, 
nearly killed. himself in serving 
Christ. So sin was not to blame 
for his sickness and there is not 
a hint of that here. 

Besides the above there is the 
classic example of Paul the apos- 
tle, who had a thorn in the flesh, 
and after he had thrice sought the 
Lord, still it was not removed (II 
Corinthians 12:1-10). God did not 
remove Paul’s thorn in the flesh, 
despite Paul’s earnest and repeated 
prayers, Rather, He plainly re- 
vealed to Paul that that tempta- 
tion, that “messenger of Satan” 
sent to buffet Paul, would be used 
of God to keep Paul humble and 
broken and dependent upon God. 
“My strength is made perfect in 
weakness,” the Lord said to Paul. 
And noble Paul set a proper exam- 
ple to us all, when, instead of 
mourning and being downcast, im- 
mediately changed his prayer to fit 
with the revealed will of God, and 
said, “most gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that 
the power of Christ may rest upon 
me.” Paul saw that sometimes 
sickness is better than health, and 
that the best Christian is some- 
times permitted to suffer in order 
that God can bestow His power up- 
on Him. } 

Certainly it is not always God’s 
will to heal. When God promised 
that “All things work together for 
good to them that love the Lord,” 
(Rom. 8:28), He included sickness 
is His “all things.” — 

How much blessedness has come 
because of the sufferings of Chris- 
tians! Stephen was martyred; if 
his bones could honor the Lord in 
being broken, could not ours, some- 
times? If Timothy’s weak stom- 
ach was not healed, but needed 
careful moderation, and use of fruit 
juice, why may not Christians to- 
day sometimes have weak stom- 
achs to the glory of God? If Job 
suffered, if Paul suffered, if Tim- 
othy had often infirmities, if Tro- 
phimus and Epaphroditus could be 
sick to the glory of God, then 
sometimes that may be true of you, 
too. It was for the glory of God 
that Lazarus was sick and died 
(John 11:4). Then it was to God’s 
glory that he should be raised from 
the dead. But it was not to the 
glory of God for Lazarus to stay 
well, so again he died, as does ev- 
erybody else, no matter how good 
he may be. “a 

Read the story of David Brain- 
erd, the man of prayer, and see 
how earnest his prayer life, how 
strong his faith, how marvelous 
the answers God gave to his 
prayers, and then explain how he 
died of tuberculosis before he was 
thirty, perfectly content to go, as- 
sured that it was God’s perfect will 
for him, the best promotion he 
could have! Sickness, like all the 
other things that follow a sinful 
race, can be used of God for His 
glory and for our preparation for 
His service and for heaven. 


My mother died when about 28 
years old, on her deathbed made 
us promise to meet her in heaven, 
had us sing “How Firm a Foun- 
dation Ye Saints of the Lo 
looking up, declared that she saw 
Jesus and her baby. And so, liter- 
ally filled with the Spirit and re- 
joicing, she went home to heaven. 
Was her sickness God’s will? I, 
who have missed her so much for 
forty years, feel certain that it 
was, 

And every “Divine Healer” who 


teaches that it is God’s will that 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


every Christian should have perfect 
health, sooner or later finds that 
sickness comes upon him, and some 
times with it the breakdown of all 
his faith, and even insanity. And 
the sickness eventually results in 
death, even for the most spiritually 
minded, the best Christians, those 
who claim sinless perfection and 
those who claim perfect health 
from God, alike. “It is appointed 
unto man once to die” says the 
scripture (Heb. 9:27), and death 
proves that no man has yet lived 
(save Enoch and Elijah, who never 
died), who has attained either per- 
fect health or perfect righteous- 
ness this side of the grave:*’ 

So, although Christ ‘Himself 
took our infirmities and bare our 
sickness,’”’ as we are plainly told 
in Matthew 8:17, and though 
Christ’s death on the cross did 
surely guarantee for all who are 
born again by faith that one day 
our bodies will have perfect re- 
demiption as well as our natures, 
we do not yet possess all that is 
bought for us. Healing of the body 
may not be instantly claimed in 
every case, like forgiveness of ‘sins 
may be instantly received always, 
by penitent faith. Perfect healing, 
along with the resurrection of our 
glorified bodies, is in the atonement 
made by Christ, we are taught by 
Romans 8:18-23, but that “adop- 
tion, to wit the redemption of our 
body,” certainly is not wholly ours 
until Jesus comes. 


Hl. But-It Ils Usually God's Will 
To Heal in Answer to Prayer 


One who comes to pray for heal- 
ing, either for himself or for an- 
other, must come saying “never- 
theless, not as I will, but as thou 
wilt” (Matt. 26:39). Before any of 
us can demand of God, or claim 
healing, we must, with surrendered 
hearts, be ready to have sickness 
continue, or death come, if that be 
God’s will. But thank God, it is 
usually God’s will to heal the sick. 
We know that a large per cent of 
sick people would get well without 
a physician, without medicine. God 
put healing forces in nature, and 
the body itself tends to combat 
disease. That surely shows that 
usually health is God’s plan, and 
that disease is usually of Satan. 
We know that God’s great compas- 
sion and love toward his dear chil- 
dren is greater’ than that of an 
earthly father. He never wants us 
to suffer except when it is for our 


‘own good and thus for His own 


glory. He who “spared not His own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us 
all, how shall He not, with him, 
freely give us all things” (Rom. 
8:32) that is, all things truly good, 
and for our happiness and welfare. 
Unless He sees that the sickness 
Satan has brought may be turned 
to our best interest, better than 
health for the time, then we may 
be sure He is eager to heal our 
sickness. Often, about health as 
about everything else a Christian 
needs, it is true that “ye have not 
because ye ask not. 

Yes, thank God, it is usually 
God’s will to heal His own, so He 
invites us to pray. “Is any afflict- 
ed? Let him pray.” And we are to 
call the elders of the church to 
pray, also, as God leads. And in- 
dividuals are to ‘confess your 
faults (sins, the R.V. says) one to 
another and pray one for another 
that you may be healed” (Jas. 5: 
12, 14, 16). Not every sinner we 
pray for is saved, not every sick 
person we pray for gets well, but 
nevertheless, prayer gets many lost 
sinners saved, and no deubt many 
a sick person is healed in answer 
to prayer, who would otherwise die 
or remain an invalid. So the first 
duty about sickness is to pray 
about it. 

In my own experience, I have 
sometimes felt clearly, after I 
prayed about the sick, that God 
had some good reason for keep 
them sick, and I could not hav 
faith for their healing. In a few 
cases I felt that sin was in the 
way, and God would not heal be- 
cause His blessing was prevented 
by sin. God rhust not appear to en- 
dorse sin or ignore it. Sometimes 
I have felt that the Stian would 
not wait on God in faith, but pre- 
ferred to trust doctors and human 
help; sometimes there was known 
the life, worldliness, covet- 
ousness, unforgiveness, or some 
filthy habit. But in the great ma- 
jority of cases where 


Christians 
seemed to honestly forsake sin and 


wait on God to find His will about 
sickness, He has healed the sick! 


should be hungry for Christ’s sake, | 


and sometimes be out in winter’s 
cold without a bed, or without suf- 
ficient clothes for Christ’s sake. We 
should be willing to suffer for Him, 
and Paul and many other of the 
best Christians have suffered these 
things. But usually that is not 
God’s will. Ordinarily Christians 
should pray for and get daily bread 
and sufficient clothing. And so, I 
believe, ordinarily, Christians can 
go to God in sickness, and be 
healed. So Christians should learn 
to earnestly and confidently go to 
God in prayer every time they are 


sick, and ask for healing. If the. 


Friday, January 23, 1942 


er where it is specifically fit- 
for the use? Dr. Frost, of the : 
China Inland Mission, in his book 
.Miraculous Healing calls attention 
to the foolish inconsistency of 
those who would eat figs, and 
thank God- for their naturally 
healthful laxative effect, but who 
would, if the juice were pressed out 
and put in a bottle, feel that it 
would be a sin to take it for the 
same result! 

Jesus used spittle mixed with 
clay to heal a blind man. Why, I 
do not know, except to show that 
he could use means, and that his 


healings need not necessarily be in- 


Holy Spirit plainly reveals that it’ stantaneous, But Jesus used a fish, 


is not God’s will to heal, then we, 
like Paul, should gladly accept the 
will of God, knowing it is better 
than anything else we can ask. Re- 
member, prayer is not telling God, 
it is asking God. But unless God 
does reveal that He has other 
plans, after we earnestly seek to 
know his will and to make it ours, 
then we have a right to confident- 
ly. wait on God for healing. 


I think I ought to say, that in 
literally hundreds of cases I have 
had my prayers for the sick an- 
swered, some slowly, some sudden- 
ly, some at once, and others only 
after long waiting on God. So I 
believe it is usually God’s will to 
heal His children when they are 
sick provided they confess and for- 
sake their sins, and seek His face 
with a surrendered heart, asking 
for healing. 


IV. Should Christians Use Doctors 
and Medicine? _ 


Some traveling evangelists who 
draw big crowds by their healing 
meetings claim that it is a sin to 
go to a doctor, or at least that for 
a Christian it shows lack of faith 
in God. But that teaching is not 
found in the Bible, it is inconsist- 
ent with common sense and with 
God’s way of doing His work in 
other realms. 

There are a number of scriptures 
which show there is no sin in 
consulting physicians, if it be done 
in faith, depending on God to use 
the doctor, and no sin'to take med- 
icine if it be in faith, depending 
on God to bless and use the medi- 
cine, which He Himself has sup- 
plied in nature for mankind. 

A yal case of healing in an- 
swer to prayer in the Bible, where 
God used means in the cure, is that 
of King Hezekiah. Isaiah 38:1-5 
says: 

“In those days was Hezekiah 
sick unto death. And Isaiah the 
prophet, the son of Amoz, came un- 
to him, and said unto him, Thus 
saith the Lord, Set thine house in 
order; for thou shalt die and not 
live. Then Hezekiah turned his face 
toward the wall, and prayed unto 
the Lord, And said, Remember 
now, O Lord, I beseech thee, how 
I walked before thee in truth and 
with a perfect heart, and have done 
that which’is good in thy sight. 
And Hezekiah wept sore. Then 
came the word of the Lord to Isa- 
iah, saying, Go, and say to Heze- 
kiah, Thus. saith the Lord, the God 
of David thy father, I have heard 
thy prayer, I have seen thy tears; 
behold I will add unto thy days 
fifteen years.” 

What a wonderful case of answer 
to a prayer for healing! And did 
Hezekiah instantly get out of bed, 
call all the doctor’s imposters, and 
vow he would never take another 
dose of medicine? He did not! The 
way he got well is told in the same 
chapter, Isaiah 38:21, which says, 
“For Isaiah had said, Let them 
take a lump of figs and lay it for 
a plaister upon the boil, and he 
shall recover.’ From the similar 
account in IT Kings 20:8 we learn 
that by the third day King Heze- 
kiah was well enough to go to the 
house of the Lord. It was not in- 
stant healing, it was not without 
means, but it was divine healing, 
I think even miraculous Healing, 
healing in answer to prayer. 

In Timothy 5:23 the Holy 
Spirit had Paul tell Timothy,,. 
“Drink no longer water, but use a 
little wine for thy stomach’s sake 
and thine often infirmities” I have 
no doubt the wine prescribed here 
was simply the ‘new wine’ of Bible 
language, that is grape juice. But 
it was to be used, certainly, as a 
medicine. And if the juice of grapés 
may be pressed out and used for 


medicine, why may not the juice| 


be pressed out of figs to make 
‘syrup of figs’? And why may not 
the oil be pressed out of castor 
beans and used for medicine (cas- 
tor oil) and why may not other 


things which God has provided in| # 


nature be used, prayerfully, and 


a hook, and Peter, to get money 
for taxes (Matt. 17:27). He had 
the ten lepers go shew themselves 
to the priest, and in the act of 
going they were healed (Luke 17: 
14). He used five loaves and two 
small fishes to feed the five thou- 
sand people, though he could as 
easily have done it without them, 
he used the disciples to carry the 
food, He used baskets. for picking 
up the fragments. When He made 
his triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
he rode a donkey when he could 
have flown. Why should not God 
use means, when He chooses, to 
answer prayer for healing of the 
sick ? 

God can save a sinner without 
the use of any human aid, ‘but cer- 
tainly He does not usually do so. 
If God can use a man, with his 
consecrated wisdom and love and 
skill in winning a soul, why should 
he not use a doctor, a pharmacist, 
or a nurse ,with their ¢onsecrated 
skill in healing the sick? 

Luke is called “the beloved phys- 
Ician” (Col. 4:14) and the Bible 
never condemns the prayerful use 
of doctors and medicines, so men 
do not trust doctors instead of God. 

Sometimes I have felt clearly led 
to pray and trust God for healing, 
without doctors and without med- 
icine, and He has answered gra- 
ciously and wonderfully. I have 
known a number of cases in which 
doctors failed, and God seemed to 
be glorified in doing His wonder- 
ful work without them. One such 
case was called to mind yesterday 
as I read what I had written for 
The Sword of the Lord dated April 
19, 1935. It blessed my heart so, I 
reproduce’ it here. 


"GOD HEALS SICK IN ANSWER 
TO PRAYER 


“Brother J. A. Middleton ls Won- 
derfully Healed 


“Near the first of March, Broth- 
er J. A.» Middleton, an earnest 
Christian man, and treasurer of 
the Fundamentalist Baptist Taber- 
nacle in Dallas, was taken serious- 
ly and dangerously ill. He was un- 
able to work and was confined to 
his bed with such agonizing pain 
that the doctors felt compelled to 
give him unususally large opiates. 
Much of the time he was delirious 
and for long periods he had no rec- 
ollection of what transpired about 
him. The pain was so bad that doc- 
tors said that something must be 
done at once. After all medicines 
had failed he was taken to St. Paul 
Hospital in Dallas. His physician 
frankly said, ‘I do not know what 
is the trouble.’ Four other good 

(Continued on page three) 
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doctors were called in. Their an- 
swer was the same. They did not 
know where the seat of the trouble 
was that was causing such violent 
illness and pain, but all agreed that 
something must be done at once. 
They decided that the tonsils 
should be removed. If that did not 
settle the difficulty, the optic nerve 
must be clipped. If that did not 
stop the pain, they would do some- 
thing else. 

“The tonsils were removed. Still 
the illness was not cured. Recover- 
ing from the tonsil operation, 
Brother Middleton was brought 
home, yet taking regular injec- 
tions in the arm, still under the 
care of the physician. 


“On Sunday night, March 24th, 
I was called to Brother Middleton’s 
home to pray for him. He was in 
such pain that he buried his face 
in the pillow and rolled from side 
to side, trying to keep control of 
himself. I had been praying for 
him for weeks, while I was in the 
Oklahoma City revival and after 
I returned. Many members of the 
church had been praying. But now 
the doctors had failed, five of them, 
the best they had known to consult. 
Brother Middleton had spent two 
weeks in the hospital. 


“Anointing with Oil, Following the 
Bible Command 


“It seemed time to get the mat- 
ter settled with God. So there in 
Brother Middleton’s home we 
agreed that we would do exactly 
what the Bible said, “pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in the 
name of the Lord” according to 
James 5:14, Mrs. Middleton, Mrs. 
Rice and I got down on our knees 
and confessed our sins to each oth- 
er and to God. We wanted to fulfill 
every detail of what God command- 
ed. Remember that James 5:14-16 
says: 


“Is any sick among you? let 
him cali for the elders of the 
church; and let them pray over 


him, anointing him with oil in the 


name of the Lord: 15. And the 
prayer of faith shall save the sick, 
and the Lord shall raise him up; 


... and if he have committed sins, they 


shall be forgiven him. 

16. Confess your faults one to 
another, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed. The effec- 


yer for Healing 
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tual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much,’ 

“After confessing our sins, and 
quoting God’s promise, I put my 
hands upon Brother Middleton’s 
head and prayed that if it would 
please and honor Him, He would 
heal Brother Middleton either 
without any known medicine, with- 
out doctors, or with doctors and 
medicines, just as He chose, but so 
that everybody would know that 
God did it, not the doctors. Then 
Mrs. Middleton prayed, then Mrs. 
Rice, then Brother Middleton. We 
promised God that if He would heal 
we would give Him the glory and 
that we would tell about the anoint- 
ing with oil as well as the prayer 
of faith which actually gets the 
healing. While we were on our 
knees, God gave us some faith that 
He had heard our prayers. 

“Mrs, Middleton, after our 
prayers, said, ‘I don’t want Mr. 
Middleton to go back to the doc- 
tor tomorrow. If he is willing, we 
will just trust the Lord and Him 
alone.’ Brother Middleton an- 
swered, “That is just what we will 
do.’ After a time of quiet conver- 
sation, Mrs. Rice and I went to 
our home late that Sunday night. 


“God Heals 

“Before we left that night Broth- 
er Middleton’s pain was a great 
deal lighter. By the next morning 
he was better. The next day he did 
not go back to the doctor. Wed- 
nesday came and again he did not 
keep his appointment with the doc- 
tor. The doctor ’phoned to know 
why, urging him to come back the 
next Saturday. Saturday Brother 
ddleton went to see the doctor 
ut refused to have an injection in 
his arm and had the doctor to dis- 
miss his case, so he would be free 
to go back to work. Brother Mid- 
dleton had lost twenty-five pounds 
but he rapidly regained his 
strength. The following Friday he 
went back to work and today (Fri- 
day, April 12th) he has worked 
one week. After losing exactly thir- 
ty days’ work, after a $115.00 doc- 
tor bill, after a $150.00 hospital and 
nurse’s bill, losing his tonsils and 
after almost unbearable pain, God 
healed Brother Middleton in an- 
swer to prayer and following the 
anointing with oil. I say praise the 
Lord for answeréd prayer and for 
proof that God is just the same 
and that the Bible is still up to 
date! We promised God to give our 
testimony and we are doing it here 
and now that everybody may be 
encouraged to call on God in time 
of sickness or any other time of 
need. Besides that, I want people 
to be encouraged to take the Bi- 
ble literally and follow it literally. 


"King Asa ‘Sought Not to the 


Lord, But to the Physicians’ 

“Gathered around that bed of 
pain Sunday night, March 14th, we 
read II Chronicles 16:12, 13 which 
says: 

“<‘And Asa in the thirty and 
ninth year of his reign was dis- 
eased in his feet, until his disease 
was exceeding great: yet in his 
disease he sought not to the Lord, 
but to the physicians. 13. And Asa 
slept with his fathers, and died in 
the one and fortieth year of his 
reign.’ } 

“We had prayed but depended on 
the doctors. We decided not to be 
like Asa but to depend on the Lord. 
So we followed the explicit Bible 
command and prayed for Brother 
Middleton, anointing him with oil 
in the name of the Lord.” 

In the above case God plainly 
showed that He could heal without 
doctors, and in that case we all 
felt that He chose to do it. But 
in the case of my tonsilitis, it was a 
Christian doctor to whom I was 
directed, after prayer, who after 
examination prescribed a diet, and 
temporarily, certain medicine 
which led to a permanent cure, so 
that the operation I had long 
dreaded was wholly unnecessary. 
What God wants, I am sure, is for 
Christians to pray. ,and follow His 
clear leading; then trust in Him 
to heal using human means and 
bless our best wisdom, or if He so 
leads, trusting Him-to heal without 


| medicine and doctors. In any case, 


whether with médicire or without, 
it is God who does the healing. He 
should have the glory. our trust 
should be in Him, not in men. 

_ Elijah was well fed, when God 
miraculously sent food by ravens, 
and he drank at the brook Cherith. 
But the food brought by unusual 
miraculous means, and the water 


from the brook, a most ordinary, 
unmiraculous source, were both 


from God. It would be stubborn 
wilfulness for a Christian to say he 
would never. trust God to heal with- 
out medicine. But it would be just 
as stubborn, and just as unreason- 
able for a Christian to say he 
would never take medicine. When 
Christians pray they are not telling 
God, they are asking Him. Every 
prayer, to please God, must be of- 
fered with a surrendered heart, 
willing for God to answer in His 
own way, for His own glory. 


V. Sin Hinders Healing: Should Be 
Confessed and Forsaken 


When there was no sin, there 
was no sickness. All disease and 
suffering came to mankind as the 
fruit of sin. People suffer, some- 
times, when it is not their own 
sin that causes the suffering. Job 
is a classic example. People suffer 
also for Christ’s sake, sometimes. 
But if there had been no sin there 
had been no suffering, and often, at 
least, suffering can be traced di- 
rectly to the sins of the one who 
suffers. So one who asks God for 
healing, should carefully consider | 
whether there are sins between him 
and God. Sin must be considered 
in the healing question. James 5: 
15 says, “And the prayer of faith 
shall save the sick, and the Lord 
shall raise him up, and if he have 
committed sins they shall be for- 
given him.” It is thus inferred that. 
sin may have caused the sickness. | 
And the next verse, James 5:16, 
says, “Confess your faults, one to’ 
another, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed.” The word 
faults here is translated sins in the 
Revised Version. So those who pray 
for healing should confess their 
sins. Certainly they should confess 
their sins to God, but here we are 
told to confess our sins to one an- 
other when we pray one for an- 
other, that we may be healed. 


God does send sickness because 
of sin, as is shown throughout the 
Bible. Miriam (Num. 12:10), Uz- 
ziah (II Chron. 26:19), Gehazi (Tl 
Kings 5:27) were all struck with 
leprosy because of their sins: King 
Jereboam had his hand withered 
because he attempted to seize the 
prophet of God (I Kings 13:4). In 
the New Testament King Herod 
was smitten of God and worms ate 
him, because he took honor as a 
god (Acts 12:23). Ananias and 
Saphira were struck dead at Pe- 
ter’s words (Acts 5:5-10). Elymas 
the sorcerer was made blind for 
his sin in resisting the gospel be- 
fore the deputy, when Paul 
preached (Acts 13:11). 


When Jesus healed the impotent 
man at the pool of Bethesda, he 


told him, ‘‘Behold, thou art made/ 


whole; sin no more lest a worse 
thing come upon thee” (John 5: 
14). When He healed the palsied 
man, borne of four and let down 
through the roof, He said, first, 
“Son, thy sins be ‘forgiven thee.”’ 
Then later, He said, ‘But that ye 
may know that the Son of man 
hath power on earth to forgivé 
sins (he saith to the sick of the 
palsy), I say unto thee, Arise, and 
take up thy bed, and go thy way 
into thy house’ (Mark 2:5-11) 
And then the man was healed at 
once. But his sins were first for- 
given. That should teach us that 
forgiveness is far more important 
than healing of the body, but sure- 
ly it also shows that often sins 
need to be forgiven before God can 
honorably heal the body. 


In Corinth we are told that many 
Christians ate the Lord’s supper 
unworthily. They had _ divisions, 
some came drunk to the Lord’s 
table, and some were guilty of even 
grosser sins. For this reason there 
was sickness among them, and 
some Christians: died prematurely 
because of their sins. The Holy 
Spirit had Paul write them, “For 
this cause many are weak’ and 
sickly among you and some sleep. 
For if we would judge ourselves we 
should not be judged. But when we 
are judged, we are chastened of the 
Lord, that we should not be con- 
demned with the world.” (I Cor. 
11:30-32). So sickness, for a child 
of God, is often the chastening of 
the Lord. Every Christian who is 
sick or weakly, therefore, should 
judge himself, carefully. confessing 
every known sin, and forsaking 
his own way in any matter that 
may be contrary to God’s way. 


Mrs. Jonathan Goforth, famous 
missionary to China, tells in her 
book How I Know God Answers 
Prayer of remarkable answers to 
prayer, among them the wonder- 
ful healing of a Chinese woman’s' 
little daughter with an enlarged) 
— But she also tells how at. 
abi t the same time her own little, 
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selves and who manifest very, very 
little interest in the souls of those 
about them. It was otherwise with 
this man, Saul of Tarsus. No soon- 
er was he saved himself than he 
began telling to all who would lis- 
ten the wonderful truth that had 
been revealed to his own soul, that 
Jesus was indeed the Christ of God, 
the promised Messiah and the Son 
of God, 

He preached Christ in Damascus, 
in the very city to which he had 
gone intending to throw into pris- 
on those who loved the Saviour’s 
name. But we are told that after 
many days were fulfilled the Jews 
took counsel to slay him. Having 
rejected their own Messiah, they 
rejected this man who sought to 
awaken them to a sense of their 
responsibility to His claims. But 
their laying await, we are told, 
was known of Saul. They watched 
the gates day and night to kill him, 
hoping that as he went in or out 


'of the city they might be able to 


waylay him and slay him. But the 
disciples, learning of it, took him 
by night and let him down by the 
wall in a basket. It was a rather 
humiliating way for this servant 
of Christ to leave the city of_his 
first labors, wasn’t it? 

I remember standing at that 


Saul of Tarsus and the New 


wall of the city of Damascus a few 
years ago, and I looked up to a ~ 
little house in the wall and there — 
was a window there, and the guide — 
was absolutely certain that that — 
was the window down which they 
dropped the basket with the apos- | 
tle in it. Well, I don’t know wheth- — 
er that is true or not, but as I 
looked at it I could just imagine 
what it must have meant to this 
one-time proud, haughty, Pharisee, 
now crouched up in 4 basket and 
dropped down over the wall. You 
would have thought he would nev- 
er hke to refer to it again. And if 
he had had the pride and the con- 
ceit that some of us have, it would 
have been among the buried annals, 
But long years afterwards we hear 
him saying, “I was let down over 
the wall of Damascus in a basket.” 
He was never ashamed of any 
humbling experiences that he was 
called upon to endure for the 
name’s sake of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


Saved People Should Join in With 
Saved People 
From Damascus he went on to 
Jerusalem, and undertook to search. 
out the little companies of believ- 
(Continued on page four) 


girl was sick of the same disease, 
and despite all her prayers the 
child died. She said she could not 
explain the failure to get the an- 
swer to her prayer except that at 
that time she held a grudge against 
a fellow-missionary, and she indi- 
cates that that sin may have with- 
held the answer her heart craved. 

Dr. Charles A. Blanchard, in the 
splendid book on prayer Getting 
Things from God tells of a sickness 
of his wife that continued despite 
many prayers. Finally it was de- 
cided to have an operation, as a 
last resort. The Dr. Blanchard was 
reminded of a certain coldness or 
neglect in his own heart which the 
Holy Spirit showed him was a sin. 


Earnestly he confessed his fault to 


God and at once there came a 


change for the better, and his wife 
was soon well, without an opera- 
tion. 

Beloved Christian, if you want 
God to heal your body, first ear- 
nestly search whether there be sin 
in your life, unconfessed and un- 
lamented and unforsaken. “Con- 
fess your faults one to another 
and pray one for another that ye 
may be healed.”’ 
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_ Barnabas said, 


" PAGE FOUR 


(Continued from page three) 


j ers and to join himself to those 
» whom before he had persecuted. 


We read, “When Saul was come to 
- Jerusalem, he assayed to join him- 
self to the disciples: but they were 
all afraid of him, and believed not 
that he was a disciple. ” We don’t 
wonder that they were afraid of 
him. The last they had seen of him, 
the last they had known of him, 
he was going from house to house 

to find those who professed 
the faith of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and to deliver them over to be 
persecuted for His name’s sake. 
He never forgave himself for that. 
As he looked back years afterward 
he said, “I am not worthy to be 
called an apostle, for I persecuted 
the church of God and wasted it. 
Howbeit,” he said, “God had mercy 
on me because I did it ignorantly 
in unbelief.” 


But now having returned to Jer- 
usalem he began to hunt up these 
little companies of believers and 
his heart was welling up with love 
for them now. But at once he got 
a setback. They were afraid of 
“Uh,” they said, ‘‘We don’t 
dare let this man into our assem- 


blies, he is an enemy, he is a spy, 


perhaps, waiting to turn us over 
to the authorities.” But Paul had a 
friend who knew and understood. 
And we read “Barnabas took him, 
and brought him to the apostles, 
and declared unto them how he 
had seen the Lord in the way, and 
that he had spoken to him, and 
how he had preached boldly at 


f Damascus in the name of Jesus.” 


And the testimony of Barnabas au- 
thenticated the testimony of Saul. 
“Yes, I know all 
about it. You don’t need to be 
afraid of him now. He was once 
the enemy of the truth, but a great 
change has taken place. ’” In other 
words, Saul of Tarsus had been 
born again. And, oh, I can’t too of- 
ten stress the importance of that 
second birth. It is being forgotten 


] in’ so many places today. People 
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a imagine they may become Chris- 


~ tians by outward reformation or 
by joining a church or even by 


a What they call sometimes “reli- 


gious education.” They think that 
you can take a child and educate 
him along religious lines and he 
_ will grow up a Christian. But, my 
_ dear friends, that is all a delusion. 
' Jesus said, “Rxcept a man be. born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom 


=» Of God.” And the apostle Peter. 
‘a \ said, 


“Being born again, not of 
corruptible seed, but incorruptible, 
by the word of God which liveth 
and abideth forever. And this is 
the word which by the gospel is 
preached unto you.” Saul of Tar- 
sus had believed the gospel. He 
pt born again. He would never 

& persecuting hand against 
God’s people any more. He was 
saved. And now he longed for asso- 
ciation with others of like precious 


faith. 
The New Fellowship 
In Jerusalem he found a recog- 


4 nized fellowship. We are told in the 


second chapter of Acts how those 


» that received the word were bap- 


tized, and we read, “They contin- 


- ued steadfastly in the apostles’ 


doctrine and fellowship and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers.” 
This was the new creation com- 
pany. This fellowship is called in 
I Corinthians 1:9 “the fellowship 


’ _ of God’s Son.” We read there, ‘‘God 


is faithful, by whom ye were called 
into the fellowship of his Son.” 
That is a beautiful name for the 
People of God, ‘the fellowship.” 
Once we were just so many units, 
- individual units. And we were not 
_-Partioulaiy interested in one an- 
_ other. It was everyone for himgelf. 
But grace reached our hearts, and 


_ that introduced us into a wonder- 
ful fellowship where we had com- 


_ mon interests and from now on we 
- were members one of another. This 
& fellowship is called very distinctly, 


4 “the church of God.” I have heard 
| it said sometimes by persons who. 


_ had not fully considered the matter 


4 - that the church had no existence 
nin digs period of transition as 


in the book of Acts, that 


_ it only came into full existence af- 
. sr the apostle Paul was in prison. 


hat is negative by his own word. 
At Corinthians 15:9, referring to 
unconverted days he says, “I 
a the least of the apostles, that 
1 not meet to be ed an apos- 
>, beeause I 
God.” The church of God was 
2, the church of God was al- 
a ite And it was 
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God.” He uses the same expres- 
sion in the epistle to the Galatians, 
written years after his own con- 
version. Galatians, chapter 1 and 
verse 13, “For ye have heard of 
my conversation in time past in 
the Jews’ religion, how that beyond 
measure I persecuted the church 
of God, and wasted it.” And from 
the day of Pentecost to the present 
time, the church of God has ‘been 
a distinct company in this world, 
made up of those who know and 
love the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
church of God takes in all believ- 
ers. 


The Scripture also speaks, how- 
ever, of “churches of God,” local 
companies of believers. In Gala-' ee 


tians again, chapter 1 and verses 
21 and 22, Paul says, “Afterwards 
I came into the regions of Syria 
and Cilicia; And was unknown by 
face unto the churches of Judaea 
which were in Christ.’”’ And in the 
second verse of that chapter he 
writes to “all the brethren which 
are with me, unto the churches of 
Galatia.” Here the term, you see, 
is used in the plural, and it refers 
to local companies in various plac- 
es, made up of those who profesg 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. In 
the first letter to the Thessalonians, 
writing to those who had been 
brought to God from heathenism, 
he says in verse 14 of chapter 2, 
“For ye, brethren, became follow- 
ers of the churches of God which 
in Judza are in Christ Jesus: for 
ye also have suffered like things 
of your own countrymen, even as 
they have of the Jews.” It is im- 
portant to see the distinction be- 
tween “the church of God’’ to 
which all Christians belong and 
‘the churches of God” in different 
communities. A church of God is 
a company of Christian people. 


standards, there may sometimes be 
different..views as to Ordinances 
and sa¢raments, there may be dif- 
ferent conceptions of church gov- 
ernment, and so on. But where you 
find believers in the Lord Jesus 
Christ gathered together seeking 
to honor Him, coming together for 
worship, for praise, for testimony, 
for prayer, there you have a local 
church of God in any given com- 
munity. And these churches of God 
were scattered, by the time when 
Paul was converted, all over Judea, 
not only in Jerusalem but all over 
Judea. And in a little while we find 
them among the Gentiles. In the 
fifth chapter of Acts we have the 
term used for the first time, in the 
original manuscripts at least, “‘the 
church,” Acts 5:11, “Great fear 
came upon all the church, and up- 
on as many as heard these things.” 
In chapter 5, verse 47, we read in 
our English version, “Praising God, 
and having favour with all the peo- 
ple. And the Lord added to the 
church daily such as should be 
saved.” You will notice if you have 
a Revised Version that the words 
“to the church” are omitted. The 
Lord added such as were being 
saved. Probably the three words, 
“to the church,” are not to be con- 
sidered part of the original text of 


ted the church |. , 


pesmeuted the church ‘of | 


Scripture, though they do give the 
meaning clearly enough, as chapter 
5 shows, for this was a company 
from the very beginning constitut- 
ing the church in Jerusalem. And 
this company was» persecuted by 
the apostle Paul. But that it means 
more than a local company is clear 
because he persecuted the church. 
of God, not only in Jerusalem but 
in others parts of Judzwa and he 
was on his way to Damascus to 
persecute the same church, mem- 
bers of the church of God, this 
wonderful new fellowship which 
God had brought into existence. 


"The Kingdom of God" 


Another term is used throughout 
the book of Acts, and in fact thru 
all the New Testament, and that 
is ‘the kingdom’ of God.” Wherever 
these early Christians went preach- 
ing the gospel of the grace of 
God, they carried ‘With them the 
proclamation that Christ is right- 
ful King and Lord of all, and they 
called upon men everywhere to 
subject themgelves to Him. And 
those who believed th e. ospel, 
those who received the Lord 
Christ as their Saviour, those who 
owned Him as their Master now 
were prions we are told in the 
= chapter of Co from 


‘world. Some day it will be openly 


Son of God’s love. 


| The expression, the outward ex-. 


of "he 
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- Saul of Tarsus and the New Fellowship 


Holy Ghost. And here were a com- 
pany of people in the midst of a 
sinful world who honored Christ, 
who crowned Him Lord of all, and 
they constituted His kingdom. And 
still that glorious kingdom is in the 


manifest, when our Saviour comes 
again. Now it is the kingdom and 
patience of Jesus Christ (Rev. 1: 
9). When He returns it will be the 
day of the kingdom and glory. I 
think it is helpful to us as believ- 
ers if we get some of these terms 
clearly in mind. We are members 
of the church of God; we are mem- 
bers, also, of churches of God. We 
belong to this glorious fellowship 
of the redeemed, and we have been 
translated into the kingdom of the 


“Members of One Body 


ne fn than that, this very man, 
Saul of Tarsus, was chosen of God 
later on to open up a new and won- 
derful revelation that had never 
been made known before; that is 
that believers are not only mem- 
bers of the church of God under 
that term, but the church of God 
is also the body of Christ; and all 
believers are members of that body 
and He is their glorious head in 
Heaven. What a wonderful fellow- 
ship this is. Are we to be sur- 
prised that in those days of stress 
and turmoil we read of those early 
believers that no one said that any- 
thing he possessed was his own but 
‘they had all things in common? 
That was not what we call today 
communism. It was simply this: 
their hearts were so filled with love 
one for another that they gladly 
shared with each other; and those 
with plenty ministered to those 
with less. So together they walked 
in holy, happy fellowship. 


Now it was into this fellowship 
that this one-time enemy of the 
cross of Christ had been brought. 


pression of this fellowship is. seer 
in the Lord’s table. In I:@o 
ans 10:16, 17 we read, “The cu of | 
blessing which we bless. Is it not | 
the communion,” and the word 
communion is the Same.as the 
word fellowship in the» original 
text—“Is it not-the fello igyship of 
the blood of Christ. bread 
which we break, is it not the fel- 
lowship of the body of Christ? For 
we being many are one bread, one 
body.” And so the Lord’s Supper, 
the table of the Lord is the expres- 
sion, the outward expression of 
that fellowship, as we eat and 


to God by the precious. blood of 
His Son in remembrance of Him 
Who gave His love for us..What a 
wonderful thing it must have been 
for Saul of Tarsus to sit down for 
the first time with these Christians 
at Jerusalem and enjoy commun- 
ion with them and to partake of 
the loaf and the cup in commemo- 
ration of the Saviour that for so 
long he had rejected. 


I remember reading in a mis- 
sionary record not very long ago 
how a young man in New Guinea 
who had been away to school and 
had gotten a good education af- 
ter his conversion, returned to his 
own island and to his own village. 
And on the Lord’s day the group 
of missionaries and believers were 
gathered together to observe the 
Lord’s Supper. Suddenly as this 
young man sat by one of the. el- 
der missionaries, the missionary 
recognized that’ a tremor had 
passed through the young man’s 
body and he laid his hand upon the 
arm of the other in such a way 
that indicated that he was under 
a great nervous strain. Then in’ a 
moment all was quiet again. And 
the missionary whispered, “What 
was it, what troubled you?” “Ah,” 
he said, “It is all right. But,” he 
said, “there is a man that has just 
come in who killed and ate the 
body of my father. And now he 
has come in to remember the Lord 
with us.” And he said, “At first 
I was so shocked to see the mur- 
derer of my own father come and 


the Lord, I didn’t know whether I 
could endure it. But it is all right 
now. He is washed in the same 
precious blood.” And so together 
they had communion. Does the 
world know anything of this? It is 
a marvelous thing, the work of the 
blessed Holy Spirit of God. 

I think of Saul of Tarsus: sitting 
there with that little group of be- 
lievers around him, And I think of 
them looking over and saying, 
2 ge al is the man that arrested my 


: That is the man that threw 
my mother into . That is the 
man that tried make me blas- 


pheme the name of the Lord Jesus. 
There he sits, a humble, contrite 


drink together as those redeemed \# eae 


sit down with us at the table of |. 


believer, receiving the bread and 
the wine in commemoration of the 
Lord who died.” What a wonder- 
ful fellowship! 


We read that Saul went in and 
out among them at Jerusalem. He 
enjoyed to the full these privileges 
of fellowship. And he spake boldly 
in the name of the Lord Jesus and 
disputed against the Grecians. The 
term “Grecians” here means not 
Greeks exactly but Hellenistic 
Jews, Jews who were born out 
among the nations of the Gentiles. 
And they, instead of responding to 
the message, went about to slay 
him. God permitted him now to 
know something of the persecu- 
tions that he had caused others. 


When the brethren realized that 
his life was in danger if he re- 
mained in Jerusalem, they brought 


him down to Cesarea, the seaport, 
and sent him forth to Tarsus, his 
own native city. And now with 
Saul out of the way the churches 
prospered. That seems a strange 
thing. You’d have thought they 
might have prospered more with 
the ministry of this wonderful man 
of God among them. But you see 
he was now the object of the in- 
tense hatred of the Pharisaic party 
that before he had represented. 
And the Chrigtians realized that it 
was better that he go elsewhere to 


‘labor than right there in Jerusa- 


lem, And so we are told, “Then 
had the church rest throughout ali 
Judea and Galilee and Samaria.” 
Observe the three districts. By this 
time churches had been established 
throughout Judea, away up north 
in Galilee, and then in the interme- 
diate district of Samaria. And they 
were edified and walking in the 
fear of the Lord and in the com- 


fort, of the Holy Ghost were multi- 


plied. 
Bible Arithmetic 
Have you ever noticed something 
about Bible arithmetic in this book 


of the Acts. In Acts 2:41 we read 
the Lord added those that believed. 
And in Acts 2:47 the Lord added 
those that were being saved. In 
Acts 5:14 certain ones were added 
to their company, and they became 
about 5,000 men. And then in Acts 
6:7 the number of believers were 
multiplied. And here we read, 
“walking in the fear of the Lora 
and in the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost” they were multiplied. This 
is Bible arithmetic. First, adding, 
then multiplication. I am afraid 
sometimes it is not like that today. 
In fact, I know a great many 
churches where there seems to be 
subtraction, rather than evenhold- 
ing their own, let alone addition or 
multiplication. My dear brethren 
and sisters, if our companies are 
not being added to, and if believers 
are not being multiplied, I'll tell 
you the reason: It is because the 
church is not walking in the fear- 
of God and the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost. When the Spirit of God has 
His way in the hearts and lives 
of believers, then unsaved people 
are going to be reached and, won 
for Christ. If we are not seeing 
people converted it tells a sad 
story. It says there is something 
wrong, because if believers are go- 
ing on with God, if He is having 
His way in their lives ,then their 
testimony will really count for 
Him. Let’g face this honestly and 
say, “What am I doing to win souls 
that the work of the Lord may 
progress and believers may be _— 
ed to the Lord?” 
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